
 

 

  

September 2016 
 

Welcome to September’s edition of the CordisPulse - a monthly digest of key research 
and policy developments across the sectors in which Cordis Bright provides research and 
consultancy services, i.e., children and young people's services, criminal justice, and adult 
social care and health. 

Here are a few highlights from August to give you a sense of the interesting reports and 
developments included in this month's Pulse: 

 Report by the Children’s Society providing the latest national statistics, trends and 
insights into the quality of children’s lives overall and the aspects of life that matter 
most to them. 

 Statistical bulletin outlining results from latest National Survey for Wales on childcare. 

 Report by the Ministry of Justice summarising the findings of the review of Islamist 
extremism in prisons, probation and youth justice. 

 Findings from the 2015 to 2016 Crime Survey, specifically regarding abuse during 
childhood.  

 Analysis by the Resolution Foundation into early evidence of the introduction of the 
National Living Wage in the social care sector. 

 The Dementia Evidence toolkit, developed by PSSRU, to help patients, carers and 
healthcare workers. 

Early Findings from our survey about the future of youth offending teams. 

We have produced early findings from our survey about the future of youth offending 
services which can be found here. It is still not too late to take part in this survey and it can 
be accessed by clicking here. For more information about this please contact Kam Kaur 
on kamkaur@cordisbright.co.uk.  
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What works: effectively addressing domestic abuse in children’s services practice  

There are still places left for our seminar on What Works: how children’s services 
practice can effectively address domestic abuse, which is due to take place on 
Thursday 13th October 9.30am to 1.30pm (including lunch) at ORT House, 126 Albert 
Street, Camden, London, NW1 7NE. We hope you'll be able to attend. 
 
The seminar will bring together experienced practitioners and experts to explore the cross 
cutting, complex and often high risk nature of effectively addressing domestic abuse in 
children’s services practice. It will be jointly delivered by Cordis Bright and a current and 
former Director of Children’s Services.  

The agenda will include the following discussion groups and panels: 

 Key issues and gaps in addressing domestic abuse in children’s services 
practice. This session will include a presentation based on research from case file 
audits of over 300 children’s social files in four different local authorities which identified 
key improvement areas in addressing domestic abuse 

 Effective practice around multi-agency working and joined-up approaches to 
addressing domestic abuse. This session will include a discussion around the second 
‘deep dive’ theme of domestic abuse for Joint Targeted Area Inspections (JTAI) starting 
in September 

 What the national VAWG strategy (May, 2016) and Children’s Social Care strategy 
(July, 2016) mean for providing and commissioning services for children and young 
people 

 ‘Top tips’ for children’s services to effectively address domestic abuse. This will 
include our top tips as well as exploring colleagues’ own experience of achieving 
improvements 

 'What works' in designing a strategic approach to addressing domestic abuse in 
children’s social care practice. 

Workshop details are: 

Time: 9.30-13.30 
Date: Thursday 13th October 
Venue: ORT House, 126 Albert Street, Camden, London, NW1 7NE 
Cost: £50 per place including lunch 

To book your place please book online through Eventbrite by following this link. 

Alternatively if you would like to pay via invoice please contact Mark Norton on 
marknorton@cordisbright.co.uk . 

If you’d like to receive information about our workshop on domestic abuse and children’s 
social care practice please contact Yvette King or Sarah Barker on 020 7330 9170 or by 
email on: yvetteking@cordisbright.co.uk or sarahbarker@cordisbright.co.uk.  

 

If you would like to discuss any of the issues raised in this month's Pulse please do 
contact us on 020 7330 9170. 

http://dmtrk.net/10XE-4GRE4-LE93I4-29KVGR-1/c.aspx
mailto:marknorton@cordisbright.co.uk
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Best wishes, 

Dr Stephen Boxford           

Head of Research 



Children and young people’s services 
 
Briefings and plans 
 
Department for Education - Fairer early years funding plan launched 
 
The Department for Education has announced a new plan to deliver a fairer funding 
system for nurseries, preschools and childminders which will help support families with the 
cost of childcare.  
 
To view this announcement, please click here 
 

HM Government - Childhood obesity: a plan for action 
 
The government’s plan for action to significantly reduce childhood obesity within the next 
ten years by supporting healthier choices. Plans include: 
 

 Introducing a soft drinks industry levy. 

 Taking out 20% sugar in products. 

 Making health options available in the public sector. 

 Helping all children to enjoy an hour of physical activity every day. 

 Supporting early years settings.  

To view these plans, please click here 
 

Children and Young People Now - Innovation fund opens for anti-
radicalisation projects 
 
A total of £1.5m has been set aside by government to fund "innovative" projects that work 
to prevent young people from being radicalised, it has been announced. Funding will be 
awarded by the Home Office to initiatives that prevent people, particularly young people, 
from becoming radicalised to support or carry out acts of terrorism. The fund is linked to 
the government's Prevent strategy. 
 
To view this briefing, please click here 
 

Reports 
 
Education Policy Institute’s Mental Health Commission - Progress and 
challenges in the transformation of children and young people's mental 
health care 
 
In order to assess progress in the delivery of Future in Mind, the government’s strategy to 
improve children and young people’s mental health, the Education Policy Institute’s expert 
Commission has conducted an analysis of the local transformation plans that have been 
developed by local partnerships of health and care leaders across the country. These set 
out each area’s strategy for improving services in line with the vision of Future in Mind. 
 
To view this report, please click here 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fairer-early-years-funding-plan-launched
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/546588/Childhood_obesity_2016__2__acc.pdf
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/news/2000626/innovation-fund-opens-for-anti-radicalisation-projects
http://cdn.basw.co.uk/upload/basw_91122-8.pdf


The Children’s Society - The Good Childhood Report 2016 
 
This report provides the latest national statistics, trends and insights into the quality of 
children’s lives overall and the aspects of life that matter most to them. Key findings 
included: 
 

 Girls are less happy than they used to be, with 1 in 7 (14%) 10 to 15 year old girls 
unhappy with their lives as a whole – up from 11% over a five year period. 

 A gender gap in some aspects of well-being has opened up in recent years, with girls 
becoming increasingly unhappy with their lives overall and with their appearance. 

Recommendations for change included: the Government should introduce a legally 
binding entitlement for children and young people to be able to access mental health and 
well-being support in educational settings in England and Wales. 

To view this report, please click here 

 
Early Intervention Foundation - Child sexual abuse and exploitation: 
understanding risk and vulnerability 
 
This review, looking at the risk indicators and protective factors for Child Sexual Abuse 
and Exploitation, was carried out by Coventry University on behalf of the Early 
Intervention Foundation, and funded by the Home Office.  It aims to provide policy makers 
and practitioners with an assessment of the best evidence for identifying and appraising 
risk indicators.  
 
Key findings included: 
 

 Being a victim of sexual abuse, being a victim of other forms of abuse and neglect, and 
having atypical sexual interests or fantasies were all indicators of increased risk of 
becoming a perpetrator.  

 Being disabled and being in residential care were strongly evidenced indicators of risk 
of becoming a victim. Potential indicators of increased risk of becoming a visit included: 
alcohol and drug misuse; going missing; running away; and association with 
gangs/groups. 

To access this report, please click here 

 
Statistics 
 
Department for Education - NEET statistics quarterly brief  
 
Statistics regarding 16 to 18-year-olds who are not in education, employment or training 
(NEET).  Overall key findings were that the proportion of young people not in education, 
employment or training (NEET) fell for the 19-24 and 16-24 age groups but rose for the 
16-18 age group between April and June 2016.  
 
To view this statistics brief, please click here 
 

 
 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/pcr090_summary_web.pdf
http://www.eif.org.uk/publication/csa-risk-and-vulnerability/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/547719/NEET_Statistics_Quarterly_Brief_Q2-2016.pdf


Public Health England - Data intelligence summary: Alcohol consumption 
and harm among under 18 year olds 
 
Examines data on alcohol use and harm among those aged under 18, to investigate 
trends and highlight areas for public health action. Key finding was that whilst there is an 
ongoing downward trend in alcohol consumption among those aged under 16, by the age 
of 17, half of all girls and almost two thirds of boys report drinking alcohol every week. 
 
To view this statistical release, please click here 
 

Welsh Government - National Survey for Wales: Childcare (2014-15) 
 
Statistical bulletin outlining the results for the National Survey questions on childcare, to 
provide further evidence to support childcare policy development. Key findings included: 
 

 Almost half of parents with children aged 0 to 14 said that they used childcare. 

 46% find it difficult to afford childcare; 52% of those with children aged 3 or 4 find it 
difficult. 

To view this statistical bulletin, please click here 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/542889/Alcohol_consumption_and_harms_in_under_18s.pdf
http://bit.ly/2cKBO3f
http://bit.ly/2cKBO3f


Criminal Justice 

 
Briefings 
 
Home Office - Home Secretary awards £23 million to help transform policing 
 
The Home Secretary has awarded £23 million to projects that will drive the transformation 
of policing in England and Wales. The projects have been awarded funding through the 
police transformation fund, and successful bids include projects to support the transfer of 
digital crime scene images between forces, add new technology to the child abuse image 
database, improve procurement and collaboration, and fund a network of co-ordinators, 
analysts and prevention officers for the child sexual abuse national action plan. 
 
To view this briefing and full list of successful bids, please click here 
 

Reports 
 
Ministry of Justice - Summary of the main findings of the review of Islamist 
extremism in prisons, probation and youth justice 
 
This summary provides an overview of the review into Islamist extremism (IE) in prisons, 
probation and youth justice, namely its context, key findings and principal 
recommendations. The review found evidence that IE is a growing problem within prisons, 
and a central, comprehensive and coordinated strategy is required to monitor and counter 
it. For example, to ensure the scale and complexity of IE is widely understood, 
manifestations of extremism must be systematically reported, and sanctions to deter and 
punish such behaviour applied. There should be changes in NOMS’ policy and practice to 
enable this. 
 
To view this report, please click here 

 
Ipsos Mori – Public views of policing in England and Wales 
 
Research report for Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) setting out the 
findings from a large scale survey of the public, covering views and experiences of local 
policing. Key findings included: 
 

 Three times more people are satisfied than dissatisfied with local policing, though 
ratings of policing trail most other local public services.  

 The large majority do not feel levels of service provided by local police have change 
over the past year.  

To view this report, please click here 

 
HM Inspectorate of Prisons (HMIP) - Life in Prison: Contact with Families and 
Friends 
 
This findings paper is part of a series which focuses on daily life in prisons and young 
offender institutions (YOIs). It summarises literature concerning the importance of 
prisoners maintaining relationships with the outside world and, in particular, with their 
family and friends. 
 
To view this report, please click here 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-awards-23-million-to-help-transform-policing
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/547032/acheson-review-summary-aug-2016.pdf
https://www.ipsos-mori.com/Assets/Docs/Publications/sri-public-views-of-policing-in-england-and-wales.pdf
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2016/08/Contact-with-families-and-friends-findings-paper-2016.pdf


 

Statistics 
 
Office for National Statistics - Abuse during childhood: Findings from the 
Crime Survey for England and Wales 
 
Findings from the 2015 to 2016 Crime Survey for England and Wales, which for the first 
time ran a module of questions asking adults whether they were abused as a child. The 
analyses of these questions covering psychological, physical, and sexual abuse as a 
child, are published within the report. 
 
To view these findings, please click here 

 
Ministry of Justice - Prison population projections 
 
The latest National Statistics on prison population projections 2016 to 2021. Key finding 
was that the prison population is projected to remain largely stable over the projection 
horizon to March 2021. 
 
To view these statistics, please click here 
 

Ministry of Justice - Criminal justice system statistics quarterly 
 
Trends in activity in the criminal justice system from April 2015 to March 2016. Key finding 
was that the total number of individuals (which includes people and companies) who have 
been dealt with formally by the CJS in England and Wales, has been declining since 
2007, and is now at a record low level (period 1970 to March 2016), with 1.7 million 
individuals dealt with in the 12 months ending March 2016. 
 
To view these statistics, please click here 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/abuseduringchildhood/findingsfromtheyearendingmarch2016crimesurveyforenglandandwales
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/548271/prison-population-projections-2016-2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/546475/criminal-justice-statistics-quarterly-march-2016.pdf


Adult Social Care and Health 

 

Briefings 
 
Resolution Foundation - Rising to the challenge: Early evidence on the 
introduction of the National Living Wage in the social care sector 
 
This analysis provides a first look at how the NLW has been implemented in one of its key 
sectors, adult social care in England. Many of the signs are encouraging.  
 
Providers implementing the NLW fully have overwhelmingly passed the pay increase on to 
their workforces aged under 25; have raised pay by significantly more than their minimum 
obligations (evidence of the so-called ‘spillover’ effect); and haven’t curbed working hours 
for affected workers. On the other hand, there is concerning evidence of increased 
‘bunching’ at the main minimum wage rate: one third of workers in the sector are now paid 
£7.20 per hour.  
 
These insights have wider implications for how businesses deal with the implementation 
of the NLW across the economy as a whole. 
 
To view this briefing, please click here 

 
Department of Health - Government announces successful bids to £15 
million mental health fund 
 
The government announced that forty-one projects across 15 NHS trusts and 11 police 
force areas will benefit from a share of £15m to improve provision of mental health places 
of safety. The Department of Health funding is supporting the creation of new places of 
safety and the refurbishment of existing sites, to prevent people experiencing a mental 
health crisis, who have committed no crime, from being placed in a police cell. 
 
To view this briefing and list of successful bids, please click here 

 
Reports 
 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation - Disability and poverty in later life 
 
This report explores the relationship between disability and poverty among the older 
population. It emphasises the additional living costs that disabled people face, and the 
importance of taking disability costs into account when making poverty assessments in 
the older population. The report considers alternative directions of reform for the system of 
public support for older people with disabilities, and casts doubt on some of the 
suggestions that have been made for improving the targeting of public support for older 
disabled people. 
 
To access this report, please click here 

 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation - Brexit vote explained: poverty, low skills and 
lack of opportunities  
 
This report provides unprecedented insight into the dynamics of the 2016 vote to leave the 
EU, showing how a lack of opportunity across the country led to Brexit. Key findings 
included: 
 

http://www.resolutionfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Rising-to-the-challenge.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-successful-bids-to-15-million-mental-health-fund
https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/disability-and-poverty-later-life


 The poorest households, unemployed, people in low-skilled and manual occupations 
and those with no qualifications were much more likely to support leaving the EU than 
the wealthiest households. 

 Groups vulnerable to poverty were more likely to support Brexit. 

 Groups in Britain who have been ‘left behind’ by rapid economic change and feel cut 
adrift from the mainstream consensus were the most likely to support Brexit. 

To view this report, please click here 

 
The British Journal of Social Work - Family-Inclusive Approaches to 
Reablement in Mental Health: Models, Mechanisms and Outcomes 
 
This paper reports on a national study of ‘whole-family’ models of practice - and how 
these may (or may not) contribute to the reablement of people with mental health 
difficulties. Using a capabilities-based perspective, it is argued that, within the context of 
mental health, reablement may best be defined in terms of empowerment and social 
participation. Framed within a realist evaluation methodology, the study employs a 
comparative case study design to explore the relationships between contexts of 
intervention, mechanisms of change and the achievement (or otherwise) of reablement 
outcomes. 
 
To view this report, please click here 

 
Tools and guidance 

 
Personal Social Services Research Unit (PSSRU) - Dementia toolkit to help 
patients, carers and healthcare workers 
 
The Dementia Evidence Toolkit is for commissioners, care providers, people working in 
health and social care and people with dementia and their families. The toolkit will help 
those planning and shaping services and treatments for people with dementia and their 
carers make informed decisions about which services and treatments to provide and how 
much they cost. 
 
The toolkit has two resources: 
 

 A searchable database with information on over 1433 research studies on interventions 
for people living with dementia and their carers. 

 Summaries of the research findings for some of the main care and treatment 
interventions. 

To view this toolkit, please click here 
 

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) – Transition 
between inpatient mental health settings and community or care home 
settings 
 
This guideline covers the period before, during and after a person is admitted to, and 
discharged from, a mental health hospital. It aims to help people who use mental health 
services, and their families and carers, to have a better experience of transition by 
improving the way it’s planned and carried out. 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/brexit-vote-explained-poverty-low-skills-and-lack-opportunities
http://bjsw.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2016/08/31/bjsw.bcw106.short?rss=1
http://toolkit.modem-dementia.org.uk/


 
This guideline includes recommendations on: 
 

 Overarching principles for good transition. 

 Planning for admission and discharge. 

 Out-of-area admissions. 

 Support for families and carers. 

To view this guidance, please click here 
 

Public Health England – Drug Prevention, Treatment and Recovery for 
Adults: joint strategic needs assessment (JSNA) support pack 
 
Good practice prompts for planning comprehensive interventions in 2016 and 2017, to be 
used by local healthcare commissioners. This document outlines key principles that local 
areas might consider when developing plans for an integrated alcohol and drugs 
prevention, treatment and recovery system. 
 
To view this guidance document, please click here 
 

Statistics 
 
NHS Digital – Patient-Led Assessments of the Care Environment 
 
Patient-Led Assessments of the Care Environment (PLACE) are a self-assessment of 
non-clinical services which contribute to health delivered in both the NHS and 
independent/ private healthcare sector in England.  
 
Key findings include: 
 

 Dementia national average was 75.3% compared to 74.5% in 2015 

 Cleanliness national average was 98.1% compared to 97.6% in 2015 

 National average for Food and Hydration overall was 88.2% compared to 88.5% in 
2015 

 Privacy, Dignity and Wellbeing national average was 84.2% compared to 86.0% in 
2015 

To view these statistics, please click here 
 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) – 5 million adults lack basic literacy and 
numeracy skills 
 
Five million adults are lacking basic reading, writing and numeracy skills essential to 
everyday life and being able to find and secure work, according to analysis for the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation (JRF).  
 
To view this analysis, please click here 
 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng53/resources/transition-between-inpatient-mental-health-settings-and-community-or-care-home-settings-1837511615941
http://www.nta.nhs.uk/uploads/jsnasupportpackpromptsadultdrug2016-17.pdf
http://digital.nhs.uk/catalogue/PUB21325/PLACE-Publication-2016.pdf
https://www.jrf.org.uk/press/5-million-adults-lack-basic-literacy-and-numeracy-skills

